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Betty Sawyer livgs in the old Paniel MceRenney house in North Sgbago, and has filled
it with beautiful braided rugs. She Igarngd to braid after retiring in 1985, taught by her
good frignd. Pegpending on the sizg of the rug, it took angwhere from two months to a
gear to complete, with the final lacing step happening as she sat atop her dining room
tablg. tlgr ehildrgn and grandchildrgn now gach havg at Igast ong rug of their own,
which makgs a total of about 35 rugs that she’s madg....so far.

January 2012
@ Dpcsons

lucy Weeman Irish (1876-1954) found much timeg to devoteg to her hobby of making
hooked rugs during her 30 ygars of being postmaster of the Hillside post office. 1 pro-
lifiec rug hooker, lsucy madg rugs for gach of her five children, and then deeided to make
13 pangls to cover the stairs in their home. Shg began in 1946 with a picturg that she de-
signed herself of her birthplacg in Naplgs, which is shown on the front cover of the cal-
gndar. Shg soon followed that with a dgpiction of the little schoolhousg in Hillside
where her childregn attgnded, the Irish family homestead, the home of son Franklin on
Hillside, and their cottage on Hancock Pond. It took a year to complete the runner,
which also included flowegrs from her gardegn and a “hit or miss” pattern on the stairs
themsglvgs. The runner was cut apart and given to l.uey’s children, who today proudly
show off their mother’s handwork.
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@. €vans “Buzzy” Fitech (1938-2002) wanted to Igarn to play the dobro, a Hawaiian =

wood and metal guitar, gver sincg hg was a young boy. His quest to perfect this musi- L s "'-1':}',,,'.:;'}.., B
cal stylg led him in many dirgctions, including a spot on the weekly Ren MacKkenzig s
country musie telgvision show. In his tggns he began plaging guitar for the “Country :'.,,,',
Ramblgrs” a local group that plaged for danegs and other social functions. {Ifter a B

stint in the Navy aboard the Uss Boston, the Navy's first guided missilg destroyer,

€vans returngd to Maing to work in his father’s insuranceg busingss and further his

musical carger. Tlg joingd Sumngr Morrill’s band, the “Shiloh Mountain Boys”, named

after Sumner’s farm, and they plaged Saturday nights to gnthusiastic country musie

crowds. The Boot Hill Reecord Co produced the cassette tape shown above. €vans

gnjoyed playing bluggrass music in his later years, traveling around Maing to various

festivals and private pickin’ partigs.

S¢bago resident 1Indy Pappas is a self-taught musician who has
been plaging guitar sincg the age of 12. Hig has over 25 years of
gxperigneg plaging in rock bands and as a solo performer. {Indy
has also bgegn involved in original projects, and has writtgn and
recorded some of his own matgerial. Fusical influgnegs range from
60’s and 70’s classic rock, 80’s altgrnativg to 90’s grunge and be-
gond. {Indy currgntly sings and plays lgad guitar for his cover
band The Wagouts, plaging all the best rock music from the 60’s
on up around the Portland music sceng.

{Indy Pappas
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lsa@rove Sanborn (1854-1933) operated a grocery storg on the corners of
Rt 114 and Rt 11 in Cast Sgbago for many years. By 1870 the railroad had
madg its wag up to the lower gnd of &gbago lake, wherg a station was MNNETT A
bailt. Small steamships would pick up the passgngers and dry goods
delivered by train and takeg them to inns and boarding housgs all along
the lake. Lsikg mangy others of the era, lsa@Grove took advantage of this ngw opportunity and
began building stgamboats in his barn. flg could transport suppligs to his storg and bring
summer gugsts to the many farms that had opegned their doors to summer visitors. tis son
Curtis carried on the boatbuilding tradition with his partnership with Carlton Martin and the
Sgbago Boat Compang.

lsa@rove on far right with his steamship “Minngtta”,

Half century later therg is another boat building busingss in &gbago, the
Bear Creek Canog Company. Pon Moore began making fiberglass ca-
nogs in the garly 1990’s with a partner in lsimerick. M few gears later, he
bought out the partngr, and then in February 2004, Pon and his wife
Brenda moved the busingss to their Sgbago home on the Swamp Road
and bggan making canogs and Ragaks in their barn workshop. The
past few years they have produeed about 200 boats per gear, as well as
making repairs on many others.

Pon
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Carroll “Sonny” Googins, longtime choral dirgetor at
Branswick High School, graduated from Potter dead-
gmy in 1958. tlg had beggun taking piano lgssons at the
age of ning, gvgntually bgcoming the organist for the
Sgbago Center Commanity Chareh during his high
school yegars and later organist of the €lijah Rellogg
Chareh in Harpswell.  Tlg had a long, distinguished
carger with the Brunswick Music Theater as the musie
dirgetor of many productions, as well as performing
on ong of the twin pianos.

Sonny @oogins

Nathan Polhgmus, a singer songwriter, attributgs inspiration
for his music to “living in this scenic arga.” Hig has a strong
classical piano background, as well as jazz piano and guitar.
At age 12 he started plaging at local coffeg shops and restau-
rants. Nathan has since sought out a varigty of music genres
and groups to perform with, broadgning his audigneg and

sic and studigs biologyg and piano performance at USM.

gaining valuablg gxperignee. Today he performs his own ma- Nathan Polhemus

e -\??uEE
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Jou magy visit his wegbsiteg for morg information:
www.nathanpolhgmus.com
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loungtta Poor Chessey (1872-1955), was the daughter of Sebago lawyer, €d-

= e
win ls. Poor. dheg was gducated at Hampden Heademy and taught school for MMW&;' B
Aseend %f
30 years in local schools. {1 great nigeg of Sgbago's Jonathan ®. Poor, the »mmwm&mm ok

mural artist featurgd in the $HS 2010 calgndar, lbungtta's creative ability
shong through her pogtry. For Sgbago's Centennial cglgbration in 1926 she
penned thegse words, merely titled “Sgbago” to be sung to the familiar tung
“HAmerica the Beautiful.” Her full pogm can be found in the “Segsqui-
Centegnnial Chronical” by Pred Meserve, a copy of which is in the Sgbago
Historical Socigty musgum.

Lunetta

2
great-{j‘mndnm 5
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Luergtia Pecker Pouglas, 1915-2007, was a prolific writer and widely
known in theg arga as “The Cricket,” s Sgbago's corrgspondent to the
Bridgton News, her column appgeared weekly for many gears. Her ergative
musings cegntered on her love for naturg and gardegning and her articulate
opinions regarding politics and the world-at-large. ter political carger is
featured on the next page.

Poems

oy Lucredia [Hana Douglas
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candidacy.

n for your
2 smatl contnbutio | B
consider this foreigh meddiing,

-

Here 18
| accept this donation and not

Hopefully, you'!
If I Could Make a President

> -

If I Could Make a President,

I'll tell you what I'd do-

I'd gather up a little bit of the best in quite a few
Of the men who made this country great

And of the failures, too,

For a President is no different

than folks like me and you.

Sincerely, .
Xc;tmé! ’(}_?/

Yousef Prez

Haifa, 1sract

-

-

“\,1 1l say a pIS?C! for you at the walhng Wﬂ“.
BO w Jcmsa\c

P.S, Whenl

-

Letter received

during campaign

-

-

Newspaper article

.

-

In the 1996 and 2000-- campaigns, loucrgtia ran for the offiee of the President of the United States
for the Common Sgnse Party. Her poem, “If | Could Make a President,” was put to music by Walter
Bannon of Bridgton, who was personally invited to deliver a copy of it to President George H. W.
Bush at the Cliff House in Ogunquit. This delightful video can be found on YouTubg.com.

louergtia loved to diseuss polities, being ¢qually at gasg shaking hands on the campaign trail or
deelaring her vigws in her column with a simplg ¢loquegnceg. She was not shy to ask for donations,
bat limited the amount from any individual to 3 pegnnigs. Reegiving twenty votes in 1996, she later
Interview with Susan shared this vigwpoint: “lsooking over the platform I had written for the Common Sensge Party when |
Kimball WCSH6 news ran for President in 1996, | thought maygbg after reading of all the violgneg in our country now, it is
timg to takg somg of the blamg and do somgething about it.”
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Margaregt Wentzell's (1922-2010) This red and white quilt featar- ’
Cathedral Windows quilt depiets a ing a basket dgsign on point
multitude of eolorful “window with red sashing was a wedding
pangs,” the culmination of a time- gift to Nancy P. Pouglas when .
consuming hand-worked process shg marrigd George R. ®ike in $
called reverse applique. The 1886. The womegn who madg it U
colored squargs arg placed in the and signed their blocks were ;
center of folded muslin  and neighbors and family members: {sgnath ®ike Walker (]
stitched down, with stunning re- (George's aunt), Mary Pouglass Chadbourng, €dith s
sults. Margaret displaged this quailt at the first Sgbago Quilt Show in Pouglas (Nancy's cousin), and Julia Pike and €lla
1997 at the Sgbago Center Community Chareh. Pike.

-

Sandy Coburn Igarned the art of hand pigeing in
the ¢arly 80’s from €llig lsundstrom, a long time
Chickadee Quilter. She Igarned appliquging a
few gears later from Betty Sanborn, another
prizg winning Chickadge quilter. €Il of Sandy’s
quilts arg madg this way, by hand, somg taking
almost a gear to complete, sineg she fits quilting
in between taking carg of her gardens and hors-
gs. lsiving negar the top of Winn Mountain in an
old farmhousg that was oncg thg blacksmith
shop of John Winn’s family affords her the peace
and quigt to gnjoy the hobby she loves.
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l.awrgneg Nason (1936-1963) graduated from Potter
Heademy in 1954 and attended Portland University,
preparing to study law. flig loved to write and contrib-
ated to the Portland Press tlerald and the Bridgton
News. tlis “This Is Sgbago” is a vast, two volume
typed manusecript which can beg found at the Spauld-
ing Megmorial Librarg. Writtgn in 1961, it is a thorough
update of Fred L. Megserve's “Centennial History of
Sebago”, with lawrgneg’s own obsgrvations added
throughout. l.awrgneg’s life was cut short, when he
died at the age of 26 from Ridney failure.

Isawrgnce

Wlan Crabtrgg is another
prolific writer now living
in &¢bago. {llan and wife
Penny have lived on both coasts, whilg operating their web-
based old book busingss, finally making it back to their New
€ngland roots after purchasing theg former J. Meserve farm in
S¢bago. lan’s love of journalism has garngd him a position
as a columnist with the Portland Press Herald, as well as the
Bridgton News. Hlis “Maing Farmhouse Journal” is an glgven
gear account of thg progregss of rgnovating their old farm-
housg, along with personal obsgrvations of daily lifg in an old
housg and in a small town. Thegsg storigs and much morg can
be found on his wgbsitg www.crabeoll.com

-

dlan has been a very active Red Cross
voluntger, rgsponding to many of the
rgcegnt national disasters with hands-on
help and recounting the storigs of the
survivors in his ngwspaper articlgs.

g
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sa Irish (1793-1881) was a skilled carpenter and framer of the old-
fashioned barns. Mang of the housgs and barns in ¢gbago and adjoin-
ing towns arg monuments of his good workmanship. {1 40" x 60" post
and bgam barn at Hillside Tarm, pictured in ong of his daughter-in-
law's hooked stair ranner sections was ong {Isa degsigned for his son
Charlgs' home. It featured a Ring post truss up the middle of the roof
sgetion and rods that Rept the barn so sturdg that it lasted over 100
gears, finally being struck by lightning and burning down in 1974. Nev-
gr idlg, hg abhorred it in othgrs, and kegpt busy working almost to the sa Irish
day of his death at the age of 87.

-

-

- . = -

CSOES

Wsa’s home on Tiger Hill in Sgbago

-

-

@rosvgnor Neweomb has always had a love of the history of
architgeture from the 18th and 19th cegnturigs. For thirty years,
@rove has bgegn working on older homes and Igarning first
hand how they werg constructed and gnjoying reproducing
intgrior and exrterior architectural details. Using this
knowledge, he beggan purchasing and regstoring neglected an-
tiqug housgs in the arga. Hg strongly beligvgs in saving a part
of our local history for futurg generations

»

+

-

-

b o

-

This house on Hog Fat Hill was completely @rove Neweomb
rgstored by Grove
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In an age when many women madg clothing for themsglvegs and their familigs, we have
the history of €dith Chadbourng (1867-1935). She was the eldest daughter of George
Pouglas, Jr., and lived on Pouglas Hill her egntirg life. In dpril of 1894 she marrigd James

Chadbourng and toggther they ran a summer boarding house. “Mother was busy. She .
hooked rugs and madge sheets out of unblgached muslin. She madge our clothes, and knit ‘
our mittgns and stockings. Shg was a hard working woman, preferring to serub oar f
clothgs on a wash board instgad of using a washing maching, which she felt didn’t get (]
them clgan gnough,” wrotg her daughter Graceg Snow, in her autobiography. Ong of $
€dith’s hand madg dregssegs now beglongs to her great grand daughter. L

(

U

-

€dith Chadbourng ¢

lsin @rggne discovered her passion for heirloom sew- i
ing after moving to S¢gbago in 1999. “My husband and | .
moved into the Sgbago touse, owned by his family
sincg 1865, and there | found inspiration for my crga- ‘
tions in many family heirlooms. My favorite creations
arg ong-of-a-kind heirloom Christening gowns and ba- lsin’s first entrigs at Frygegburg Fair won two ‘
by dresses”. blug ribbons. Shg has bggn a consistent blug : . S .
ribbon recipignt gver since. - &
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Pred lo. Mgserve (1869-1950) was very active in town affairs, holding ‘
mang offiegs, and then rgpresenting Sgbago in the Maing lsggislature in :_-’
1937. The son of John and Matilda (Pouglass) Megserve, he grew up in .
the old farmhouse that his grandfather built, now the Crabtree resi- :
deneg. In 1930 he and his sgecond wifg, Lillian, moved into the old family L
homestead down the road, across from where they operated a storg. ¢
Pred was a tall man, with a beard and oftgn worg long coats. He plaged (]
a key rolg in the Sebago Centegnnial Celgbration in 1926, from which he ‘
compiled the “Centennial History of Sgbago, Maing, 1826-1926.”, garn- (]
ing him the unofficial titlg of Sgbago’s first historian. ¢
(
Fred Meserve §
9
Franklin Irish (1909-2005) was the son of Hloward and lucy (Weeman) .
Irish of the Hillside section of &gbago. like his mother, loucy, and his p
great grandfather, Wsa Irish, both featured in this calgndar, hg was truly U
a “jack-of-all-tradgs,” focusing on carpentry, plumbing and glectrical 5
work until the dag when a licgnse was required. {1t that point he turned to (]
writing. Pranklin has Igft behind a wealth of wonderful storigs that cap- “
turg the culturg of his timgs and they arg compilgd in his book, “lifg in .
the 1900's.” te tells of hunting trips in the old days, going “up North” ¢
with Carlton “lsucky” Polloff and €lmer “Bunk” Martin to hunt deer. 1Ind ‘
then there’s his talg about going fishing for Pollock and catching a lob-
ster. It sounds unbgligvablg, but he claims it happened. You’ll have to ‘

ask ong of his sons about that story. Tranklin was also instrumental in

b

starting the Sgbago Branch Puckers snowmobilg club.

-
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€dson Brown, (1887-1974) madg a clock for “somgthing to do” whilg he was
regcovering from a severe attack of Igad poisoning back in 1936. This led
to an intgregsting clock regpairing hobby that added incomg and plgasure to
his retirgment years. te mended clocks for people living as far away as
New Jersey and New York. He said, “l mend the ongs the jewelers sag
argn’t worth fixing”. Plr. Brown taught industrial arts at Potter deademy,
whereg heg hongd his furniturg making skills. PMany local regsidents today
still marvel at the child sized tablg and chairs that he crafted for their chil-
dren. €xamplegs can be sgen at the historical socigty musgum. fnn Burns
will ngver forget the Christmas morning when she was 10 years old and
found a dollhouse under the trge that €dson had madg. €dson Brown

Pave Twombly worked for an ovgrhgad door company
for 25 years and during that timg heg becamg proficignt in
making custom carriage house stylg doors for garages.
He opened his Sgbago Millworks busingss in 1994 where
heg continugd making the custom doors for thg ngxt 15
gears. like manyg woodworkers, he turned to furniture
makRing in addition to his busingss orders. For a number
of years Paveg madg antique-style jelly cabingts, ong of
which he donated yearly as a prize at Sgbago Pays. Re-
tired now, he still makes the occasional door when a cus-
tomer sgegs the beautiful work he’s dong for somgong
else.

¢
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We wish to thank gvergong who contributed photographs and information, which is as accurateg as we can detegrming.
Calgndar Committeg

Sherrill Brown, Sug Cummings and Susan Gassgtt

Covgr illustrations arg sgetions of thg hooked stair runner ergated by lbucy Weeman Irish.
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